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Declaration of the 
I.B.E.W. 
 

Our cause is the cause of hu-
man justice, human rights, 
human security. 

We refuse, and will always 
refuse, to condone or tolerate 
dictatorship or oppression of 
any kind. 

We will find and expel from 
our midst any who might at-
tempt to destroy, by subver-
sion, all that we stand for. 

This brotherhood will contin-
ue to oppose communism, 
Nazism or any other subver-
sive “ism.” We will support 
our God, our Nations, our 
Union. 

I.B.E.W. Local Union 222 
 

Contact Us: 
1-800-222-4280 

 
17846 N. US Hwy 441  

Reddick, FL 32686-2726 
 

www.ibew222.org 

222 Members Hailed As Amber Alert Heroes! 

   When a child goes missing, Amber Alerts 

are distributed via text message and are also 

shared on digital interstate signs across the 

state. Weôve all received these messages at 

some point, but not many of us can say we 

are the reason a child has been rescued from 

potential harm.  

 

   An Amber Alert was canceled recently af-

ter two children taken from St. Petersburg 

were found safe in Madison County.  

   On a Thursday afternoon, the Amber Alert was 

received by Rabun ñTripò Adams, Alex Cardenas, 

and Bradley Dees while working in Madison on 

the West Lake Terminal Transfer Project with  

C and C Power Line, Inc.  

 

   The alert indicated the children were believed to 

have been taken in a vehicle matching the descrip-

tion of a vehicle our members later discovered was 

parked at the hotel they were staying in that night.  

   Thanks to their quick response to the alert, depu-

ties arrived and were able to rescue the children 

with no incident; the suspect was taken into custo-

dy by deputies on a warrant issued by the St. Pe-

tersburg Police.  

 

   The attention to detail and the overall awareness 

Trip, Alex, and Bradley displayed not only rescued 

these two children, but is also a life-saving trait in 

our industry. We are very proud of their actions 

and glad we can call them our brothers!  

New Notification System for Union Meetings 

   After attending some apprentice classes and 

getting the opportunity to hear and engage 

with the apprentices, Local 222 has initiated 

a new system for members who wish to be 

notified of upcoming membership meetings.  

 

   Additionally, a meeting schedule for the 

year is provided to each new member and is 

also available for you to download from our 

website.  

 

   Meeting notifications will be sent via 

email. If you would like to participate, you 

can sign up to receive the notifications by 

sending a subscription request to our office 

manager, Alison Soracchi.   

 

   Meetings are held monthly and rotate from 

Jacksonville, to Orange Lake, to Miami each 

month. After hearing this request and putting it 

into effect, we are excited to see a surge in at-

tendance at the union meetings.  

Subscribe at  

Office@ibew222.org 
Include name, email and cell phone.  
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Mike Bell, Business Manager 

Business Manager’s Report 

   It is hard to believe that it is February 2016 already. 

Looking back, what an eventful year 2105 was for us. For 

example Local Union 222 wrote 751 referrals last year. 

Another exciting milestone for the Localð on November 

1, 2015 Local Union 222 turned 26 years old! 

 

    *** 
 

   We have grown to 655 members which gives us three 

delegates to the International Convention. The convention 

begins September 19th and concludes on September 23rd. It 

is being held in St Louis, Missouri this yearð the place of 

the IBEWôs birth in 1891.  

 

   I am looking forward to the convention where our dele-

gates will be voting on the International Officers that will 

lead our Brotherhood for the next five years. 

 

   The first President of the IBEW was a lineman, Henry 

Miller. There is an ongoing project to restore the site of the 

first meeting of the IBEW to ever be held. Local 222 will 

be contributing a personalized stepping stone to commem-

orate our establishment as a Local Union and to celebrate 

the restoration of Millerôs first meeting of the IBEW. 

 

    *** 
 

   As most of you know Local 222 offers a benefit of pay-

ing union dues for Local Union members that work a mini-

mum of 250 hours in a calendar quarter. There is, howev-

er, a part B to the rule; you must be a member in good 

standing at the time the hours are applied or you are not 

entitled to the benefit.    

    

   In other words, if the benefit is for the fourth quarter 

(ending in December), your dues receipt must currently be 

paid through December in order to receive the benefit. 

 

    *** 
 

   We recently discovered several members that were on 

the verge of being dropped from membership for nonpay-

ment of dues. Some were retired and didnôt know they 

were entitled to the I.O. benefit as well as NEBF and 

NEAP. If we had not contacted these members, they would 

have been without that retirement benefit as well as the 

death benefit offered by the I.O.  

 

   I strongly suggest you contact our office for assistance 

when making retirement arrangements. We will make sure 

you have all the applications completed for every benefit 

available to you through the Union. 

 

   When you use e-mail to sign the books, it would be very 

helpful if you would include your full name and ticket 

number. We try to reply to all email book signings so you 

know we received it. If you do not receive a reply, you 

should call the office to be sure we got your message. 

Strange things happen in cyberspace. 

 

    *** 
 

   It is always important to keep your mailing address and 

beneficiaries up to date with the local union office as well 

as NEBF/ NEAP, the I.O., and LINECO. Also be sure to 

sign up on ERTS before you travel out to another jurisdic-

tion. This will help ensure your benefits are reciprocated to 

your funds even when youôre not working in our jurisdic-

tion. Again you should call the Local Union office for as-

sistance.  

 

   I have said it before and I think it bears repeating, make 

sure you check in with the host Local Union when leaving 

this jurisdiction and going on storm work. And be sure you 

are registered on ERTS before you go or you run the risk of 

losing any benefits you have acquired while there. 

 

    *** 
 

   I will close by saying thank you for all you do for the Lo-

cal Union and the IBEW and thanks for your support over 

the past 26 years. 
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A Message From Your  

President, Bill Hitt 
Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 

 

   I hope everyone is doing well. We have finished 2015 

and look forward to a good 2016. Last year was a year of 

highs and lows for the Local and its members; our local 

members have had plenty of work to choose from and we 

have signed three new contractors to letters of assent. We 

have also been able to provide work for many of our trav-

eling brothers and sisters.  

 

   The year 2015 was also the year of our greatest loss, we 

lost four brothers on the job and they will forever be 

missed.  

    

   On December 19th, Local Union 222 held their annual 

Christmas Party at the office facility in Orange Lake, 

Florida. There were over 200 attendees. We raised $130 

for the local 222 membership fund at the corn toss tourna-

ment and another $519 for the Childrenôs fund by raffling 

off a set of corn toss boards made and donated by our 

very own Shelby Mathis. 

 

   This yearôs winners of the corn toss were as follows: 

first place went to Lucas Engh and Brandon Ray; second 

place to Joey West and Jason Bowen; and third place 

went to Dave Boom and Jason Mathis. 

    

   This year is also our countryôs presidential elections, the 

term for president is four years and it seems like they 

spend three years running for office, and it is easy to get 

fed up hearing about the upcoming election.    

    

   As Americans what we cannot do is get discouraged to 

the point that we donôt vote. So please get educated on the 

issues, especially the ones that affect your working envi-

ronment and your rights to collectively bargain and then 

get out there and VOTE. 

New Special Events Trailer 

May Come to YOUR job site! 

   The Local is excited to announce the purchase of a new 

special events trailer. We will be using the trailer to visit 

crews at job show-

ups and serve lunch.  

 

   Equipped with a 

hibachi-style grill, 

meals cooked at the 

trailer will likely 

include hamburgers, 

hot dogs, and sau-

sages with peppers 

and onionsð along 

with all of the  usual 

fixinôs.  

 

   In addition to 

dropping by show-

ups to visit with the 

crews and connect with the membership, Local 222 will 

be bringing the trailer to local line colleges to introduce 

the I.B.E.W. and the union lifestyle to the future genera-

tions of line construction.  

222 To Compete at Union Sports-

men’s Alliance Clay Shoot 

   Local 222 will be represented at this yearôs sporting 

clay shoot hosted by the Union Sportsmenôs Alliance. 

Representing the Local will be our Vice President, John 

Harrell; journeyman linemen, Scott Gedeist, Pat OôCon-

nor, and Danny Marshall; and SELCAT apprentice, Mat-

thew Brown.  

 

   As stated in their literature, the Union Sportsmenôs 

Alliance (USA) is North Americaôs only 100% union-

dedicated, outdoor organization. They unite union 

sportsmen and women to volunteer on conservation pro-

jects that expand access to places to hunt, fish, and 

shoot; improve wildlife habitat; and mentor the next gen-

eration of union outdoorsmen and women. We are excit-

ed to become part of their annual sporting clay shoot tra-

dition. 



Directions available upon request 

March 10: 7 P.M. Executive Board MeetingðReddick 

March 19: 10 A.M. North Unit MeetingðJacksonville 

April 14: 7 P.M. Executive Board MeetingðReddick 

April 16: 10 A.M. South Unit MeetingðMiami 

 

P lease v is i t  our  webs i te  fo r  any  in fo rmat ion 
you may no t  f ind  in  t h i s  newsle t te r . 

www. ibew222.org 

I.B.E.W. Local Union 222 
17850 North U.S. Hwy 441 
Reddick, FL 32686-2726 

ðH\Yė5aYf]WUbė@UVcfėAcjYaYbhė\Ugė
consistently demonstrated its devo-
tion to the public interest. It is, and 
\UgėVYYb"ė[ccXėZcfė5aYf]WU$ñ 

ï John F. Kennedy 


